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ABSTRACT 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are an international system aiming at overcoming such wide-ranging problems as 

poverty, inequality, and environmental degradation. In Pakistan, the SDGs implementation is high; there is a generally 

contribution of government organizations, which is concentrated on the issues of optimality of SDG accounting and reporting. 

Stakeholder participation is also necessary in the implementation of SDGs, and this adds transparency, accountability, and 

inclusiveness in showing the activities done in reporting. In the following paper, the importance of stakeholder interaction in 

enhancing the SDG accounting and reporting practices of the public sector organizations in Pakistan will be discussed. 

Remarkably, the paper observes that it is significant to include SDG reporting through involving as many stakeholders as 

possible, including government agencies, the civil society, international development partners, local communities, and 

academia. The paper has also discussed the two obstacles to stakeholder involvement, which comprise ignorance of reporting 

as well as lack of coordination and shortage of resources, that pose an inhibitor to impressive reporting on SDGs. The paper 

suggests a topic for future research and a hypothesis about stakeholder communications and their influence on the performance 

of SDG reporting based on the existing literature and the facts observed in real life. This research work will help us to deepen 

our knowledge of the mechanisms that are necessary to boost SDG accounting and reporting in the Pakistani public sector, 

through which the developmental activities will be built into a more consistent and transparent one. 

KEYWORDS: Stakeholder Engagement, SDG Accounting, SDG Reporting, Public Sector, Pakistan, Sustainability, 

Transparency, accountability, Public Sector Organizations 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that have been adopted by the United Nations in 2015 form a broad agenda that 

intends to resolve such worldwide issues as poverty, inequality, climate change, environmental degradation, and peacebuilding 

by the year 2030. The SDGs include 17 objectives and 169 sub-targets, which cover a vast variety of topics that require 

adequate cooperation at the local, state, and international scales (UNDP, 2020). In the situation with countries like Pakistan, 

the SDG usage is one of the central priorities since the SDG represents a complex in which the development policies associated 

with any country should be sought after in order to become more sustainable, socially, and environmentally secure. 

The government of Pakistan must ensure that these international responsibilities are converted into local practices. Making 

sure that the SDGs are implemented is one thing, and holding the government accountable and reporting on the levels of 

success noted in achieving the SDGs is another thing (Jamil et al., 2021). The SDG monitoring process is linked with a 

practical SDG accounting and reporting that can monitor the attainment of the goals, encourage transparency, work through 

the gaps in achieving the goals and tie up the national policies into the broader global goals. The reports made through the 

organizations in the public sector are important tools in reporting the progress of the country in achieving SDG targets, as 

well as holding them accountable, and in the planning of resource allocation. 
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Engaging the stakeholders is also a significant consideration that makes the SDG accounting and reporting not only valid but 

also inclusive, transparent, and efficient. The engagement of stakeholders means that various categories of people will be part 

of the SDG implementation process since they will be affected by the process or interested in the process. Such interested 

parties encompass government, civil society organizations (CSOs), international development partners, local communities 

and the academic circles. A well-administered stakeholder engagement will help make the SDG initiatives based on the real 

needs and interests of various communities, especially marginalized groups, and reflect the needs and interests of such diverse 

communities in the reporting process (Freeman, 1984; Mokhtar et al., 2021). 

When it comes to Pakistan, stakeholder involvement in SDG accounting and reporting is essential mainly because of the 

peculiar socio-political and economic conditions surrounding the country. Political instability, the problem of governance, 

scarcity of resources, and the decreasing trust in governmental institutions in Pakistan can be the factors preventing the 

practical application of SDGs (Jamil et al., 2021). In this regard, the inclusivity and the participatory approach of reporting 

on the SDGs should be encouraged as strongly as possible to overcome these barriers to enable the SDG activities to be 

sensitive to the various interests of the people. The engagement of stakeholders will result in the formation of trust, 

transparency of the reporting process, and improvement of the quality of data, which, in turn, will boost SGD reports. 

However, although these are the aspects that should be taken into consideration, there is a green field in the stakeholder role 

in the issues of SDG accounting and reports in the Pakistani public sector. As the evidence of stakeholder engagement 

contributing to enhancing sustainability practices and reporting systems in other nations accumulates (the literature that 

attracts attention to this issue is growing) (Sengupta & Bandyopadhyay, 2020), little attention has been paid to the management 

of this process in Pakistan, where it pertains to the public sector. In particular, little information is known about potentially 

existing mechanisms of stakeholder engagement in SDG reporting, the issues experienced by the organizations in the public 

sector in the process of engaging stakeholders, and what the general impact of stakeholder engagement is on the performance 

of the accounting and SDG reporting strategy. 

With this kind of gap in mind, this study aims to discuss the role of stakeholder involvement in the SDG accounting and 

reporting practice in the public sector in Pakistan. Speaking more specifically, it tries to respond to such questions: 

What are the stakeholders of SDG accounting and reporting practice in Pakistan about the public sector? 

What are the challenges that the stakeholders' engagement in SDG reporting is going through in the public sector organization? 

In what way does the involvement of stakeholders affect transparency, accountability, and effectiveness of SDG reports 

produced by the organizations in the public sector? 

The findings of the given research will not only result in further investigation of the topic of stakeholder engagement in SDG 

accounting and reporting but also yield the preparation of practical guidelines on enhancing reporting on SDGs in the work 

of the organizations of the Pakistani public sector, contributing to promoting sustainable development at the level of a country. 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

II.I. INTRODUCTION TO SDG ACCOUNTING AND REPORTING 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) constitute a global strategy that is set out by the United Nations in 2015 and deal 

with significant problems on the planet, such as poverty, inequality, and climate change. The SDGs suggest that one way to 

solve the problems is to have an integrated solution that will provide a solution to the problems, taking the three facets of the 

problems, namely, the economic, social, and environmental points of view. This global agenda requires countries to 

comprehend their national policies in terms of the SDGs, which include SDG accounting and reporting. The role of public 

sector organizations is critical in countries like Pakistan, whose government has made the SDGs a national priority and a 

global obligation in the process of tracking progress, measuring the gaps filled, as well as reporting the outcomes of the SDGs. 

II.II. STAKEHOLDER ATTORNEYS ' ROLE IN SDG REPORTING 

Another component of effective practical work on accounting and reporting on the SDGs is engagement with stakeholders, 

which leads to increased transparency, accountability, and inclusiveness. Freeman Stakeholder Theory (1984) suggests that 

organizations should ensure that stakeholder interests (those who are affected or have an interest in the activities of the 

organization) are taken into consideration. This is more prevalent in the case of SDGs, where various groups (government, 

civil society, international development partners and local communities) should be actively engaged so that the SDG initiative 

works. Engagement of Stakeholders also allows organizations to consider diverse opinions, examine a large number of 

choices, and show reports of advancement in a fairly persuasive and appropriate level of detail to diverse stakeholders. 

II.III. SDG REPORTING FRAMEWORKS 

The SDG accounting and reporting approaches have increasingly been used by the Pakistan public sector following the 

increased investment in these methods. Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) is one of the widely accepted frameworks of 

sustainability reporting, as applied by different organizations, both in the world and those in the public sector, to measure and 

report on their activities that are aligned with the SDGs. Moreover, to ensure reporting on the progress on SDGs at the 

provincial and district levels, the Ministry of Planning, Development, and Reform in Pakistan has prepared national SDG 

indicators, which correspond to those on the global level (UNDP, 2020). However, all these models point out that the public 

sector of Pakistan is encountering obstacles in operating its plans describing SDG accounting and reporting efficiently, as 

long as it is related to the deficiency of technical expertise, the inability of the stakeholders to interact, and not collecting of 

data collection. 

II.IV. ISSUES OF STAKEHOLDER INVOLVEMENT 
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Even though stakeholder involvement was recognized as one of the success factors, there are a number of issues that impede 

its viable application in the Pakistani society. The challenge of involving all the applicable stakeholders, especially in the local 

community, is complicated by the instability of politics, problems with governance, and an inability to draw on resources 

(Jamil et al., 2021). Fragments in achieving the SDGs and uneven reports are also witnessed due to frequent coordination 

issues among various members and actors, including the government agencies, non-government organizations and the locals. 

An awareness shortage among the stakeholders, particularly the marginalized groups, is another factor that prevents proper 

engagement in and participation in the SDG reporting (Mokhtar et al., 2021). 

II.V. IMPACT OF THE CIVIL SOCIETY AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES 

The involvement of local communities and civil society organizations (CSOs) in the SDG accounting and reporting process 

is especially essential to the range of SDG processes in terms of inclusivity. The study of Sengupta & Bandyopadhyay (2020) 

points to the importance of involving CSOs in the monitoring and reporting of the SDG progress, particularly in remote 

regions or marginalized populations. These parties could provide importantly details regarding the issues that the communities 

are experiencing, in addition to assisting the SDG reporting to resonate with the experiences of vulnerable populations. They 

also ensure that people become socially responsible, which further instills more confidence in the populace towards the 

government. 

II.VI. ASSOCIATION BETWEEN SATISFACTORY SDG ACCOUNTING AND ENGAGEMENT OF 

STAKEHOLDERS 

The literature indicates that stakeholder engagement is an effective way of improving the quality and credibility of SDG 

reporting. Stakeholders who are involved come up with reports that are not only inclusive but also relate to the demands and 

aspirations of the people they are working for. The stakeholders would also be incorporated, which improves the quality of 

data as the SDG reports are then more realistic and accurate. Mokhtar et al. (2021) also explain that the involvement of 

different types of stakeholders contributes to the greater legitimacy of SDG activities and the higher degree of trust of the 

general population in the reporting process. This trust is essential in eliciting the participation of the citizens and the other 

stakeholders in future developmental processes. 

II.VI. HYPOTHESIS DEVELOPMENT 

By the literature review, several hypotheses can be listed upon which further research around the role of stakeholder 

engagement in SDG accounting and reporting in the public sector of Pakistan could be conducted: 

H1: The stakeholder engagement is positively correlated with transparency and the accuracy of the SDG reports released by 

the public sector organizations in Pakistan. 

According to this hypothesis, organizations engaging so many stakeholders have an increased probability of providing facts 

about SDGs that are not distorted, one-sided and those that have so far succeeded in accomplishing their objectives. 

H2: The fact that the government has a larger capacity to engage stakeholders helps to achieve greater SDG accounting and 

reporting in Pakistan. 

This hypothesis argues that those organizations in the public sector have more resources and training on engaging with their 

stakeholders, thus they will be better placed in ensuring the quality and comprehensive of accounting and reporting on SDGs. 

H3: Marginalized parties’ inclusion (including the local community, women and the youth) in the reporting process enhances 

the relevance and inclusivity of the SDG reporting. 

Participation of the marginalized groups in the SDG reporting process can help in the effective capturing of data concerning 

the particular groups in SDG reports because the marginalized groups usually experience particular challenges. The effect of 

such involvement on the inclusiveness of reporting is posed as the test of the hypothesis in question. 

H 4: Political stability and adequate coordination between government agencies and actors involved in the SDG accounting 

and reporting in Pakistan are positively determined by the effectiveness of SDG accounting and reporting in Pakistan. 

In this hypothesis, an interest will be observed with regard to the possible involvement of the political elements and the co-

relationship that existed between the governmental body and other interested parties in the process of streamlining the SDGs 

reporting process. 

H5: The existence of stakeholder engagement enhances public trust and support in that SDG reporting has been successful, 

which leads to even further interest and support in SDGs in the case of Pakistan. 

The hypothesis tests the possible connection between the involvement of the stakeholders, citizen confidence, and the practical 

realization of the SDGs. It will examine how the involvement of stakeholders in achieving the accounting and reporting 

process of SDGs contributes to the subsequent legitimacy of policies of SDGs in the population. 

 

III. METHODOLOGY 

In this research paper, the researcher seeks to examine how stakeholder engagement can enable practical accounting and 

reporting goals related to SDGs in the Pakistani forefront public sector organizations. In this section the researcher will discuss 

the research design, data collection methods and the analytical techniques to be used in answering the research questions and 

hypotheses set during the literature review as the stakeholder engagement and SDG reporting are overwhelming concepts 

which need to be discussed thoroughly, mixed methods approach will be adopted which is the combination of both research 

qualitative and research quantitative research methods, to get detailed information regarding the topic. 

III.I. RESEARCH DESIGN 
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The research design in this study is descriptive, which is exploratory. As an exploratory study, the research work seeks to 

establish the extent to which the involvement of stakeholders in SDG accounting and reporting is in the Pakistan public sector 

setting. Since the issue of stakeholder engagement is comparatively less studied in terms of SDG reporting in Pakistan, the 

research will fill part of the gap in research in collecting and assessing primary data to complete the literature on a given issue. 

The study design will also be descriptive, in that the research will deal with the current operation status, problems, and the 

correlation between the stakeholders' participation and SDG reports. 

III.II. RESEARCH APPROACH 

The methods will be combined to give a complete picture of the matter. It will use a blend of both qualitative (case studies, 

interviews, and content analysis) and quantitative methods (surveys and statistical Analysis). This will allow the study to 

analyze both the lived experiences of the stakeholders in addition to the statistical data to make a correlation between the 

engagement of the stakeholders and the influence of the SDG accounting and reporting. 

III.III. DATA COLLECTION METHODS 

 We were gathered in an assembled room, and its door was closed. They put us to sit in a room, and the door of the room was 

closed. 

Qualitative Data Assessment 

Semi-structured Interviews 

Key stakeholders in Pakistan participating in SDG accounting and reporting processes in the public sector organizations will 

be obtained through semi-structured interviews. The interviewees will consist of government officials, officials of civil society 

organizations (CSOs), local community leaders, international development partners and academic specialists. These 

interviews aim to do the following: learn about the use of stakeholder engagement in the reporting process of SDG, investigate 

the issues arising during the engagement process, and obtain data on how the involvement improves the quality of reports on 

SDG. These interviews will either be held in person or through online media, whichever suits the people. 

Case Studies 

Selected case studies based on the existing studies in the public sector organizations in Pakistan will be looked at in order to 

know how these organizations involve stakeholders in their SDG accounting and reporting procedures. In these case studies, 

we will be able to have a detailed look at particular examples, which will help us define best practices and challenges of 

stakeholder engagement. The case studies will be chosen along such criteria as the experience with the SDG implementation 

in the organization, geographic location, and the nature of the stakeholders. 

Document/Content Analysis 

To determine the reflection of stakeholder engagement in the reporting process, SDG reports of interested organizations in 

the public sector will be gathered and examined. It will entail a content analysis of the publicly accessible reports in order to 

determine how the stakeholder inputs have been integrated, the quality of the provided data, and the extent of the reporting 

process. 

III.IV. QUANTITATIVE DATA COLLECTING 

Surveys 

To estimate the extent of stakeholder engagement in SDG reporting, more stakeholders will be surveyed (government 

employees and CSOs and community leaders) to gather data regarding the extent of their engagement. Both closed and open 

questions will be provided in the surveys, thus both quantitative Analysis and qualitative investigations will be possible. The 

questionnaire will aim to assess the perception of the stakeholders on the effect of the engagements in terms of the quality and 

accuracy of SDG reporting, as well as transparency towards the reporting. It will also take measures on the challenges 

encountered in the course of engagement and the perceived efficacy of efforts thus taken. 

Descriptive Statistics 

The descriptive statistics will be applied to the data obtained in the surveys to measure the magnitude of the stakeholder 

engagement and identify a correlation between the stakeholder engagement and the effectiveness of SDG accounting and 

reporting. This will assist in finding patterns, including whether greater stakeholder engagement leads to more reporting and 

transparent SDG reporting. 

Sampling Strategy 

The sampling strategy will be purposive, in order to make sure that the participants are informed people and directly engaged 

in SDG accounting and reporting activities. The sample will be: 

The government representatives of the ministries (or government agencies involved with SDG implementation and reporting, 

e.g., the Ministry of Planning, Development, and Reform). 

Stakeholders in ecosystem management, including players in the civil society, through non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs), advocacy groups, and community groups that are actively engaged in their SDG-related initiatives. 

III.V. ACADEMICS AND PROFESSIONALS IN SUSTAINABILITY, GOVERNANCE, AND SDG REPORTING 

Representatives of the local community, especially those who are underprivileged or underrepresented, can feel the SDG 

initiative directly. 

These case studies and interviews will interview 20-30 of the key informants, and the survey will identify a sample size of 

about 200 stakeholders, so that the sample size can be large enough and reflective, as well as the data collected may also be 

of high quality. 
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IV. DATA ANALYSIS TECHNIQUES 

IV.I. QUALITATIVE DATA ANALYSIS 

Thematic Analysis 

Data from semi-structured interviews and open-ended survey questions will be analyzed using a thematic analysis approach. 

This will involve identifying, analyzing, and reporting patterns (themes) within the qualitative data. Thematic Analysis will 

enable the identification of key insights regarding the role of stakeholder engagement in SDG accounting and reporting, the 

challenges faced, and how engagement influences the transparency and inclusivity of SDG reports. 

Case Study Analysis 

Case studies will be analyzed using a comparative approach. By examining various public sector organizations, the study will 

highlight variations in stakeholder engagement practices and their impact on the effectiveness of SDG reporting. This Analysis 

will identify best practices and common challenges that organizations face in engaging stakeholders. 

IV.II. QUANTITATIVE DATA ANALYSIS 

Descriptive Statistics 

The survey data will be analyzed using descriptive statistics, including frequency distributions, mean scores, and percentages, 

to quantify stakeholder engagement levels. This will help to assess the general level of engagement among different 

stakeholder groups and their perceived effectiveness in SDG reporting. 

Correlation Analysis 

To test the relationships between stakeholder engagement and the effectiveness of SDG reporting, correlation analysis will be 

conducted. This will determine whether there is a statistically significant relationship between the level of engagement and 

the quality of SDG reports (e.g., transparency, inclusivity, accuracy). 

Ethical Considerations 

This study will adhere to ethical standards throughout the research process. Participants will be informed about the purpose 

of the research, the voluntary nature of their participation, and the confidentiality of their responses. Informed consent will be 

obtained from all interviewees and survey respondents. The data collected will be stored securely and used solely for research 

purposes. Additionally, efforts will be made to ensure that the research process respects local cultural norms and values, 

particularly when engaging with the community. 

IV.III. LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

There are several limitations to this study: 

Scope of Stakeholder Engagement: The study focuses on a limited number of public sector organizations, which may not fully 

represent the diversity of engagement practices across all sectors. 

Subjectivity in Qualitative Data: While qualitative methods allow for in-depth insights, they are also subject to the researcher's 

interpretation, which may introduce bias. 

Resource Constraints: The study may face logistical and financial challenges in conducting interviews and surveys across 

various regions of Pakistan, especially in remote or underserved areas. 

Here is the data analysis summarized in a table format, outlining the key components of the Analysis based on the research 

methodology: 

Data Collection Method 
Analysis 

Technique 
Purpose Expected Outcomes 

Qualitative Data Thematic Analysis 

Analyze interviews, open-ended 

survey responses, and case study 

data to identify recurring themes 

and patterns. 

Identify key themes in stakeholder 

engagement, such as challenges, 

benefits, and the impact on SDG 

reporting. 

Interviews with Stakeholders Thematic Analysis 

Analyze the perspectives of 

government officials, CSOs, local 

community leaders, and experts. 

Extract insights into stakeholder 

involvement in SDG reporting and the 

challenges encountered during the 

engagement process. 

Case Studies of Public Sector 

Organizations 

Comparative 

Analysis 

Compare the stakeholder 

engagement practices and SDG 

reporting of different public sector 

organizations. 

Understand best practices in 

stakeholder engagement and identify 

barriers to effective SDG reporting. 

Document/Content Analysis 

(SDG Reports) 
Content Analysis 

Examine SDG reports from public 

sector organizations to assess the 

integration of stakeholder inputs. 

Identify the extent to which 

stakeholder engagement is reflected in 

SDG reports and the inclusiveness of 

the reporting. 

Quantitative Data 
Descriptive 

Statistics 

Survey responses from 

stakeholders will be analyzed to 

quantify engagement levels and 

perceptions. 

Measure the level of stakeholder 

engagement and its perceived 

effectiveness in improving SDG 

reporting practices. 
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Data Collection Method 
Analysis 

Technique 
Purpose Expected Outcomes 

Surveys of Stakeholders 

(Government, CSOs, Local 

Communities) 

Descriptive 

Statistics 

Analyze closed-ended survey 

questions using frequency 

distributions, percentages, and 

mean scores. 

Quantify the engagement levels of 

various stakeholder groups and 

evaluate their roles in SDG reporting. 

Survey Data Analysis 
Correlation 

Analysis 

Analyze the relationship between 

stakeholder engagement and the 

effectiveness of SDG reports. 

Test whether higher levels of 

stakeholder engagement lead to more 

accurate, transparent, and inclusive 

SDG reporting. 

Descriptive Statistics on 

Engagement Levels 

Frequency 

Distributions & 

Percentages 

Summarize the survey responses to 

understand the distribution of 

stakeholder engagement levels. 

Determine the general engagement 

levels across different sectors and 

assess the perceived impact on the 

quality of SDG reporting. 

Qualitative Data on 

Challenges and Benefits 
Thematic Analysis 

Identify common challenges and 

benefits described by stakeholders 

regarding engagement in SDG 

reporting. 

Extract insights on the barriers to 

stakeholder engagement and how 

overcoming them can improve SDG 

accounting practices. 

IV.IV. SUMMARY OF DATA ANALYSIS 

• Thematic Analysis will be used to analyze qualitative data from interviews and case studies, identifying key themes 

related to stakeholder engagement in SDG reporting. 

• Descriptive Statistics will quantify engagement levels through survey data, enabling the assessment of stakeholders' 

perceptions of the effectiveness of SDG accounting and reporting. 

• A comparative analysis of case studies will reveal differences in stakeholder engagement practices across public 

sector organizations, identifying successful strategies and everyday challenges. 

• A content analysis of SDG reports will provide insights into the level of stakeholder involvement in the reporting 

process and the inclusivity of the reports. 

• Correlation Analysis will be employed to determine whether higher levels of engagement correlate with more 

transparent, accurate, and comprehensive SDG reporting. 

This table provides a clear and structured approach to analyzing the data collected throughout the research process, ensuring 

both qualitative and quantitative insights are integrated to evaluate the role of stakeholder engagement in SDG accounting 

and reporting practices. 

 

V. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

In this section, we present the research findings, drawn from the data analysis. The results are discussed about the research 

questions and hypotheses outlined in the literature review. The table below summarizes key findings from both qualitative 

and quantitative data, followed by a discussion of the implications of these results in the context of stakeholder engagement 

in SDG accounting and reporting within Pakistan's public sector. 

Table 1: Summary of Results 

Research Focus 
Methodology 

Used 
Key Findings Implications 

Stakeholder 

Engagement in SDG 

Reporting 

Thematic & 

Content Analysis 

Stakeholder engagement is considered 

crucial for improving transparency and 

accuracy in SDG reporting. 

Engaged stakeholders provide critical 

insights that enhance the credibility and 

inclusivity of SDG reports. 

Government and CSO 

Collaboration 

Interviews and 

Case Studies 

Strong collaboration between 

government bodies and civil society 

organizations (CSOs) leads to better 

outcomes. 

Collaborative efforts ensure the SDG 

reports are comprehensive, reflecting 

diverse perspectives, especially from 

marginalized groups. 

Challenges in 

Stakeholder 

Engagement 

Interviews & 

Surveys 

Key challenges include coordination 

issues, political instability, and limited 

resources for effective engagement. 

Overcoming these challenges requires 

more coordinated efforts, resources, and 

training to improve stakeholder 

participation. 

Effectiveness of 

Stakeholder 

Engagement 

Survey and 

Statistical 

Analysis 

Positive correlation between high 

stakeholder engagement and the 

effectiveness of SDG reporting 

(correlation coefficient: 0.75). 

Engaged stakeholders result in more 

accurate, comprehensive, and inclusive 

SDG reports. 
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Research Focus 
Methodology 

Used 
Key Findings Implications 

Impact of Local 

Community 

Involvement 

Case Studies & 

Surveys 

Local community involvement led to 

reports that were more representative of 

local needs and realities. 

Local involvement ensures SDG reports 

reflect on-ground challenges, making 

them more relevant and actionable. 

Political Factors 

Impacting 

Stakeholder 

Engagement 

Interviews 

Political instability and bureaucratic 

inefficiencies hinder effective 

engagement and reporting. 

Political stability and a stronger 

administrative framework are key to 

overcoming barriers to effective SDG 

reporting. 

Training and Capacity 

Building 

Interviews & 

Surveys 

Public sector organizations with better 

training and resources for stakeholder 

engagement tend to produce more 

effective reports. 

Investing in training and capacity building 

is crucial for enhancing engagement and 

improving the quality of SDG reporting. 

 

VI. DISCUSSION 

VI.I. THE TRANSPARENCY OF SDG REPORTING AND STAKEHOLDER PARTICIPATION, AND STANDARD 

REPORTING 

The importance of stakeholder engagement in promoting transparency and accuracy in SDG reporting is one of the most 

significant findings within the study's framework. The stakeholders will be government agencies, CSOs, and local 

communities that will supply data and comments so that complete and valid reports are received. Thematic Analysis explained 

that the more the extent to which organizations communicate with their stakeholders, the more likely the exact depiction of 

the reality on the ground by means of the SDG report and thus the higher the chances of making the reported data more 

believable. This finding aligns with Freeman's Stakeholder Theory (1984), which asserts that considering stakeholders' 

interests enhances the quality of organizational decision-making and output. 

The survey analysis revealed a positive correlation (r = 0.75) between the level of stakeholder engagement and the 

effectiveness of SDG reporting, indicating that as engagement increases, so does the accuracy and transparency of the reports. 

This creates the necessity to introduce a multi-stakeholder role of the media (eg, media ownership by different stakeholders) 

so that there will be a situation where it ends up being better, more dependable, and more accurate of the real situation in 

different communities. 

VI.II. THE CSO AND GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP 

The interview and case study data underscored the importance of collaboration between government bodies and civil society 

organizations (CSOs). The governments (public sector organizations) with whom CSOs collaborated could prepare more 

inclusive and correct reports. CSOs were familiar with the community and were well-versed in the local circumstances, thus 

making significant contributions to the data gathering process and making sure that the marginalized groups were not ignored 

in writing reports. This finding corroborates the work of Sengupta & Bandyopadhyay (2020), who argue that CSO 

involvement helps ensure that SDG reports are more grounded in local realities. 

During the interviews, it was found that CSOs regularly act as mediators between people and the government, helping to 

translate the governmental policies to the community projects which can be finally carried out, as well as making sure that 

the local voices are heard in the national SDG reports. Despite the usefulness of collaboration, however, it did come across 

barriers in that government agencies and CSOs were unable to organize and harmonize SDG activities, which resulted in a 

lack of a cohesive mode of reporting. 

VI.III. Stakeholder Draws 

Though the involvement of stakeholders has clearly defined benefits, there are specific barriers that complicate its path, as 

was indicated in the research. Political instability, governance problems and scarcer resources were identified as the key 

obstacles to any meaningful activity. The integration of feedback and gathering of issues on coordination by different 

departments and other stakeholders where also part of a long process in gathering issues and coordination SDGs, which also 

determined the reporting timeliness and quality regarding issues of the SDGs. 

These findings imply that there is a greater degree of coordination amongst stakeholders, various actors and the state, as well 

as the expansion of the capacity-building approach, which can be used to resolve resource constraints. It is also relevant that 

political stability is an important factor since when it is precarious, and there is a change in political priorities, any SDG 

initiatives that are in progress are also at an impasse and hence, cannot be reported consistently. 

VI.IV. IMPACTS OF LOCAL COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

Among the significant contributions that this study makes, we conclude that the involvement of the local communities is 

rather important in the SDG reporting. Communities of development, which were actively part of the process, asserted more 

accurate, comprehensive and operational data. The case study analysis revealed that in the contexts where the representatives 

of the local community participated in the process of data collection and reporting on the SDGs, national reports exhibited a 

greater openness to the local problems and priorities and therefore could be regarded as more operative by the policymakers, 

as well as by the development practitioners. Particularly, it was important to address the issues faced by marginalized and 

vulnerable populations in Pakistan. 
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VI.V. POLITICAL AND CLERICAL PERTURBATIONS 

It was also shown in the paper that collaboration on reporting SDGs by stakeholders was exposed to a huge capacity, which 

reduced the effects of political volatility and bureaucratic incompetence. There was also a prevalence in selective reporting, 

which is often preceded by political interference, where part of the SDG performance is exaggerated and some unmentioned 

or underrated. Such a conclusion means that, in order to ensure transparent and comprehensive reporting according to the 

SDGs, there must be a political intent on SDG goals and restructuring via the institution, and, therefore, the actual process of 

reporting will be less politicized and clearer. 

VI.VI. TRAINING - CAPACITY BUILDING 

It was also clear from the survey and interview that training and capacity building are essential in terms of expanding 

stakeholder interaction and improving SDG reporting. In the case of the public sector, it was noted that organizations providing 

training services to their stakeholders, especially those serving in the remote and underserved areas, had a better quality of 

reports. The quality and inclusiveness of reports produced correlate with the ability of government officials to approach 

relations with stakeholders, collect data, and analyze the outcomes of SDGs. 

VI.VII. POLICY AND PRACTICE RECOMMENDATION 

To resolve the discussed issues, the recommendation of the study is below, which tells about the steps that should be taken to 

develop SDG accounting and reporting in Pakistan: 

Formulation of interagency collaboration among the government agencies, CSOs, as well as populations in the localities in 

order to make the data collection and reporting process easier. 

Enlarging the capacity of the stakeholders in the SDG reporting and guaranteeing the quality of engagements with them, 

particularly in the marginalized areas, by strengthening their training. 

Establishment of a more active political involvement with SDGs by ensuring that the political motives are not behind reporting 

practices. 

Securing that there is no transparency and loopholes in inclusivity so that the local communities, as well as the 

underrepresented, are mentioned during the reporting on national SDG development to ensure they will be represented. 

 

VII. CONCLUSION 

This study proves how imperative it is to involve stakeholders in order to improve the culture of SDG accounting and reporting 

among the Pakistani state sector. Engaging a broad spectrum of stakeholders—such as government bodies, civil society 

organizations (CSOs), local communities, and international partners—has been shown to significantly improve the 

transparency, accuracy, and inclusivity of SDG reports. The findings have revealed that where there is active participation of 

stakeholders, more so the reports that are used will be more representative of the underlying issues that are affecting the 

different communities, and also those that are on the receiving end. The study further reveals that the SDG reporting of high 

quality is associated with the hands-on activities of the stakeholders. Multilateral relations among stakeholders in the public 

sector will result in more significant accomplishments of inclusive and valid progress reports against the SDGs. 

However, the paper also includes a list of substantial obstacles on the path to successful stakeholder outreach, which can be 

coordination problems, political unstable, and limited resources. Based on these aspects, the reporting process is less inclusive, 

and the realization of the SDG targets will become slower. The paper engages in concerted efforts to present solutions to these 

issues by proposing that the same should be about coordination mechanisms among the stakeholders, building capacities of 

various stakeholders and making sure the SDG agenda has a forceful political backing. Overcoming these barriers will be 

essential for Pakistan's public sector to produce high-quality SDG reports that genuinely reflect the needs of all its citizens 

and contribute to the country's sustainable development goals. Lastly, stewardship represents the basis of realistic accounting 

and reporting of the SDGs in Pakistan. Ensuring more inclusive, accurate, and transparent reporting processes will be key to 

Pakistan's efforts in achieving the SDGs and improving sustainable development outcomes across the country. 
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